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The title was amended so as to read: 

‘‘A bill to provide for the conveyance of 
certain cemeteries that are located on 
National Forest System land in Black 
Hills National Forest, South Dakota.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

251, I was away from the Capitol due to prior 
commitments to my constituents. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HELPING EXPEDITE AND ADVANCE 
RESPONSIBLE TRIBAL HOME 
OWNERSHIP ACT OF 2011 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 205) to amend the Act titled 
‘‘An Act to authorize the leasing of re-
stricted Indian lands for public, reli-
gious, educational, recreational, resi-
dential, business, and other purposes 
requiring the grant of long-term 
leases’’, approved August 9, 1955, to 
provide for Indian tribes to enter into 
certain leases without prior express ap-
proval from the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 400, nays 0, 
not voting 31, as follows: 

[Roll No. 252] 

YEAS—400 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Amash 
Amodei 
Andrews 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barletta 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bass (CA) 
Bass (NH) 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Berg 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boswell 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brooks 

Broun (GA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Buerkle 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Canseco 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clarke (MI) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cravaack 
Crenshaw 

Critz 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 

Garamendi 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grijalva 
Grimm 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Gutierrez 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayworth 
Heck 
Heinrich 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hochul 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 

(TX) 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly 
Kildee 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kissell 
Kline 
Kucinich 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 

Lofgren, Zoe 
Long 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luján 
Lummis 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Marchant 
Marino 
Markey 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy (PA) 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Olver 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pitts 
Platts 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quayle 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reed 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Reyes 
Ribble 
Richardson 
Rigell 
Rivera 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 

Rogers (MI) 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross (AR) 
Ross (FL) 
Rothman (NJ) 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Runyan 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schilling 
Schmidt 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (SC) 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner (NY) 
Turner (OH) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walsh (IL) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Webster 
Welch 
West 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Woolsey 
Yoder 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—31 

Ackerman 
Boustany 
Brown (FL) 
Cardoza 

Cassidy 
Cohen 
Crawford 
Dold 

Filner 
Fincher 
Flake 
Flores 

Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Fudge 
Hinchey 
Johnson (IL) 
Labrador 
Landry 

Luetkemeyer 
Manzullo 
McIntyre 
Paul 
Poe (TX) 
Richmond 
Rohrabacher 

Ruppersberger 
Shuler 
Slaughter 
Speier 
Yarmuth 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1909 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to amend the Act titled ‘An Act 
to authorize the leasing of restricted 
Indian lands for public, religious, edu-
cational, recreational, residential, 
business, and other purposes requiring 
the grant of long-term leases’, ap-
proved August 9, 1955, to provide for In-
dian tribes to enter into certain leases 
without prior express approval from 
the Secretary of the Interior, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 252, I 

was away from the Capitol due to prior com-
mitments to my constituents. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 I had obligations that 
necessitated my attention in Champaign, Illi-
nois, in my district and missed suspension 
votes H.R. 365—National Blue Alert, H.R. 
3874—Black Hills Cemetery Act, H.R. 205— 
HEARTH Act of 2011. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on the above stated bills. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PRO-
GRAM GUIDANCE MODIFICATION 
RELATING TO POST-DEPLOY-
MENT/MOBILIZATION RESPITE 
ABSENCE ADMINISTRATIVE AB-
SENCE DAYS 

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4045) to modify the Department 
of Defense Program Guidance relating 
to the award of Post-Deployment/Mobi-
lization Respite Absence administra-
tive absence days to members of the re-
serve components to exempt any mem-
ber whose qualified mobilization com-
menced before October 1, 2011, and con-
tinued on or after that date, from the 
changes to the program guidance that 
took effect on that date, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4045 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. TREATMENT OF PROGRAM GUID-

ANCE RELATING TO THE AWARD OF 
POST-DEPLOYMENT/MOBILIZATION 
RESPITE ABSENCE ADMINISTRATIVE 
ABSENCE DAYS TO MEMBERS AND 
FORMER MEMBERS OF THE RE-
SERVE COMPONENTS UNDER DOD 
INSTRUCTION 1327.06. 

(a) DISCRETION OF THE SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE.—The Secretary of Defense may deter-
mine that the changes made by the Sec-
retary to the Program Guidance relating to 
the award of Post-Deployment/Mobilization 
Respite Absence program administrative ab-
sence days or other benefits described in sub-
section (b) to members and former members 
of the reserve components under DOD In-
struction 1327.06 effective as of October 1, 
2011, shall not apply to a member of a reserve 
component, or former member of a reserve 
component, whose qualified mobilization (as 
described in such program guidance) com-
menced before October 1, 2011, and continued 
on or after that date until the date the mobi-
lization is terminated. 

(b) AUTHORIZED BENEFITS.—Under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary concerned may provide a 
member or former member of the Armed 
Forces described in subsection (a) with one 
of the following benefits: 

(1) In the case of an individual who is a 
former member of the Armed Forces at the 
time of the provision of benefits under this 
section, payment of an amount not to exceed 
$200 for each day the individual would have 
qualified for a day of administrative absence 
had the changes made to the Program Guid-
ance described in subsection (a) not applied 
to the individual, as authorized by such sub-
section. 

(2) In the case of a member of the Armed 
Forces on active duty at the time of the pro-
vision of benefits under this section, either 
one day of administrative absence or pay-
ment of an amount not to exceed $200, as se-
lected by the member, for each day the mem-
ber would have qualified for a day of admin-
istrative absence had the changes made to 
the Program Guidance described in sub-
section (a) not applied to the member, as au-
thorized by such subsection. 

(3) In the case of a member of the Armed 
Forces serving in the Selected Reserve, Inac-
tive National Guard, or Individual Ready Re-
serve at the time of the provision of benefits 
under this section, either one day of admin-
istrative absence to be retained for future 
use or payment of an amount not to exceed 
$200, as selected by the member, for each day 
the member would have qualified for a day of 
administrative absence had the changes 
made to the Program Guidance described in 
subsection (a) not applied to the member, as 
authorized by such subsection. 

(c) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN FORMER MEM-
BERS.—An individual who is a former mem-
ber of the Armed Forces is not eligible under 
this section for the benefits specified in sub-
section (b)(1) if the individual was discharged 
or released from the Armed Forces under 
other than honorable conditions. 

(d) FORM OF PAYMENT.—The payments au-
thorized by subsection (b) may be paid in a 
lump sum or installments, at the election of 
the Secretary concerned. 

(e) RELATION TO OTHER PAY AND LEAVE.— 
The benefits provided to a member or former 
member of the Armed Forces under this sec-
tion are in addition to any other pay, ab-
sence, or leave provided by law. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘Post-Deployment/Mobiliza-

tion Respite Absence program’’ means the 
program of the Secretary concerned to pro-
vide days of administrative absence not 
chargeable against available leave to certain 
deployed or mobilized members of the Armed 
Forces in order to assist such members in re-

integrating into civilian life after deploy-
ment or mobilization. 

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 101(5) 
of title 37, United States Code. 

(g) COMMENCEMENT AND DURATION OF AU-
THORITY.— 

(1) COMMENCEMENT.—The authority to pro-
vide days of administrative absence under 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (b) begins 
on the date of the enactment of this Act and 
the authority to make cash payments under 
such subsection begins, subject to subsection 
(h), on October 1, 2012. 

(2) EXPIRATION.—The authority to provide 
benefits under this section expires on Octo-
ber 1, 2014. 

(3) EFFECT OF EXPIRATION.—The expiration 
date specified in paragraph (2) shall not af-
fect the use, after that date, of any day of 
administrative absence provided to a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces under subsection (b) 
before that date or the payment, after that 
date, of any payment selected by a member 
or former member of the Armed Forces 
under such subsection before that date. 

(h) CASH PAYMENTS SUBJECT TO AVAIL-
ABILITY OF APPROPRIATIONS.—No cash pay-
ment may be made under subsection (b) un-
less the funds to be used to make the pay-
ments are available pursuant to an appro-
priations Act enacted after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(i) FUNDING OFFSET.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall transfer $4,000,000 from the unob-
ligated balances of the Pentagon Reservation 
Maintenance Revolving Fund established 
under section 2674(e) of title 10, United 
States Code, to the Miscellaneous Receipts 
Fund of the United States Treasury. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
ROBY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) 
and the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of the bill, 

H.R. 4045, legislation that would ensure 
members of the National Guard and 
Reserve—including members of Min-
nesota’s famed Red Bulls—receive the 
benefits they have earned. 

Simply put, this legislation ensures 
that promises made are promises kept. 
The bill will grandfather the Minnesota 
National Guard and more than 49,000 
other servicemembers around the coun-
try who mobilized and deployed under 
the Pentagon’s original Post-Deploy-
ment/Mobilization Respite Absence 
program policy, providing them the 
benefits they were promised prior to 
deployment. 

Since September 11, 2011, members of 
the Reserve component have been 
uniquely affected by long deployments, 
leaving their families and careers to 

answer their Nation’s call. In January 
of 2007, the Department of Defense in-
stituted the PDMRA program to allow 
servicemembers the opportunity to 
spend more time with their families 
and readjust after multiple deploy-
ments in excess of 12 to 24 months. I 
would ask my colleagues to reflect on 
that number, 12 to 24 months. That is 1 
to 2 years away from their families and 
their homes, putting their own lives on 
hold to protect and defend our families 
and our Nation. 

Madam Speaker, last year, after 
more than 2,000 Minnesota soldiers 
were deployed, the Pentagon changed 
the PDMRA program, significantly re-
ducing the leave available to the Red 
Bulls and many others across the Na-
tion. With little notice, many soldiers 
and their families were forced to cope 
with unexpected financial challenges, 
less time at home with loved ones, and 
an increased urgency to find employ-
ment. 

H.R. 4045, as amended, provides the 
Pentagon the authority to grandfather 
members of the National Guard and 
Reserve whose mobilization and de-
ployment commenced before the Pen-
tagon’s PDMRA reduction policy took 
effect in October of last year. The leg-
islation does three things: 

First, for servicemembers still on ac-
tive duty, the bill provides DOD the au-
thority to immediately restore their 
PDMRA leave days lost and gives them 
the option of selling their leave in lieu 
of taking the PDMRA day if they de-
termine that that is in their best inter-
est; 

Second, for servicemembers still in 
the service but off active duty, the bill 
provides DOD the authority to award a 
leave payment in lieu of the days they 
would have received for their service 
during the change; and 

Finally, the former servicemembers 
who have left the military altogether 
but were affected during the PDMRA 
policy change, the bill provides DOD 
the authority to reward a leave pay-
ment in lieu of the PDMRA days they 
would have received for there service 
during the change. 

In short, we’re making these soldiers 
whole again and keeping our promises. 
The legislation is critical to ensuring 
our sons and daughters in uniform re-
ceive the benefits they were promised 
and have rightfully earned. 

Sergeant Matthew Hite recently re-
turned home to Minnesota after his 
third deployment with the Minnesota 
National Guard. While he’s been in Ku-
wait the past 11 months, his 7-year-old 
son, Charles, has learned to play T- 
ball. Sergeant Hite wasn’t there to see 
Charles get his first hit or make his 
first catch. ‘‘It’s frustrating’’ Sergeant 
Hite told the Star Tribune, ‘‘frus-
trating that the time we thought we 
had to spend with family is being taken 
away.’’ 

Every day, members of the reserve 
component are stepping off planes, be-
ginning the process of reintegration, 
and returning to their civilian lives. 
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Every day, units are receiving their 
final orders specifying an end date to 
their mobilization. I am hopeful that 
this commonsense effort to do right by 
our men and women in uniform will be-
come law. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
4045, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of this bill, 
and I thank the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE) for bringing this 
measure to the floor. I also appreciate 
his continued leadership on pre- and 
post-deployment issues for the Na-
tional Guard. The bill will correct an 
injustice for our National Guardsmen 
and reservists who have been putting 
their lives on the line to defend our Na-
tion. 

The fiscal year 2013 Defense author-
ization bill includes a provision that 
also addresses this problem; but, re-
gardless, this sends a clear message to 
the Department of Defense that we 
want to fix this problem, and quickly. 
The bill gives DOD the clear authority 
they need to make the necessary 
changes and to do so before the Defense 
authorization bill is likely to be com-
pleted. 

The bill is widely supported by out-
side groups, including the Military Of-
ficers Association of America, the Na-
tional Guard Association of the United 
States, and the Enlisted Association of 
the National Guard of the United 
States, to name just a few. 

However, while I support the bill, I 
must raise the concern that this bill 
bypassed the normal committee proc-
ess, and the minority was not included 
in the decision to bring this measure to 
the floor, which violates our tradition 
of bipartisanship. Still, in the interest 
of protecting our men and women in 
uniform, I stand in support of the bill, 
and I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port it as well. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1920 

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I am 
very happy to yield 3 minutes to my 
friend and colleague, a naval officer, 
another helicopter pilot, and a member 
of the Minnesota delegation, Mr. 
CRAVAACK. 

Mr. CRAVAACK. I thank Chairman 
KLINE for the recognition. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of a critically important bill 
which I am a cosponsor of, offered by a 
fellow member of the Minnesota dele-
gation, Chairman JOHN KLINE. 

The Post-Deployment/Mobilization 
Respite Absence program is an impor-
tant program that allows servicemem-
bers the opportunity to readjust after 
deployments and spend more time with 
their families. This earned leave fur-
ther provides returning servicemem-
bers with more time and a less stress-
ful environment in which to seek em-
ployment in a time where a job search 

is becoming increasingly more dif-
ficult. These earned benefits will help 
combat the high stress experienced by 
those who have returned home from 
prolonged deployments. 

The Minnesota National Guard and 
tens of thousands of other guardsmen 
and reservists who have been deployed 
to the Middle East and were impacted 
by the PDMRA change were charged 
with the promise to defend our coun-
try. They have more than lived up to 
their end of the bargain to keep their 
promise. Now it is time for the Depart-
ment of Defense to live up to its end of 
the deal and provide these individuals 
with the full benefits they were prom-
ised at the time of their mobilization 
deployment. 

As Chairman KLINE addresses in his 
support for this bill, some of the serv-
icemembers affected by this policy 
change have performed multiple de-
ployments in excess of 12 to 24 months 
since the beginning of the Iraq war. 
That is 1 to 2 full years that these serv-
icemembers have been away from their 
families, halfway across the world in a 
combat environment. Some of the 
same servicemembers—specifically, the 
2005–2007 Iraq deploying servicemem-
bers—could stand to lose up to 24 days 
under the changes in the PDMRA pol-
icy. 

I do not think it is too much to ask 
that those who were promised 24 days 
of leave for up to 2 years of deployed 
service to receive that leave. There-
fore, it is imperative that we respect 
and honor the promises made to these 
individual families who have sacrificed 
so much in defense of our Nation. 

Recently, I have had the great privi-
lege of welcoming the Minnesota Na-
tional Guard Red Bulls home from 
their deployment in Iraq and Kuwait. 
When I attended their deployment 
ceremony last year in Pince City, Min-
nesota, one of the commanding officers 
in the brigade, Lieutenant Colonel 
Eddie Frizell said to the families, ‘‘I’ll 
bring them all home.’’ True to his 
word, the first thing Lieutenant Colo-
nel Frizell said in a hand salute to 
Major General Rick Nash, the adjutant 
general of the Minnesota National 
Guard, when his feet touched the 
ground in Minnesota was, ‘‘I brought 
them all home, sir.’’ 

Madam Speaker, it is now time to 
bring them all the way home. I urge 
my colleagues to support the troops 
and support H.R. 4045, which will pro-
tect the promises made to our National 
Guard and Reserve, including members 
of the Minnesota’s Red Bulls, by ensur-
ing these servicemembers receive the 
benefits they were promised and highly 
deserve. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlelady from Minnesota (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM). 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 
4045. This bill will ensure that all the 
servicemembers returning from over-
seas, including the Minnesota National 

Guard’s Red Bulls, will receive the full 
benefits they were promised. 

Last year, after more than 2,000 of 
Minnesota’s brave soldiers had already 
been mobilized for war, the Depart-
ment of Defense reduced the amount of 
leave that the servicemembers would 
receive. 

For the Pentagon to apply this 
change to soldiers already deployed is 
simply unacceptable. Our men and 
women in uniform must be able to 
count on the benefits their Nation 
promised them when they left home. 

H.R. 4045 will correct this serious 
error by exempting servicemembers, 
like the Red Bulls, who had already de-
ployed before the Pentagon’s policy 
shift. 

Passage of this bill is a victory for 
the entire Minnesota delegation, which 
worked so hard on it. I especially want 
to thank Mr. KLINE for his persever-
ance on this issue and for getting it to 
the floor today. Thank you very much, 
Mr. KLINE. 

But, as I said, I applaud all my col-
leagues for coming together on behalf 
of the Minnesota Red Bulls and all of 
the servicemembers and their families. 
America’s men and women in uniform 
dedicate their lives to defending our 
Nation and its values, and we are 
grateful for their outstanding service. 

As a daughter of a World War II dis-
abled veteran of the Army Air Corps 
and as a member of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Affairs, it is 
a special honor to work on behalf of 
those who have served our country and 
to make sure that they receive every 
benefit that they’ve earned. 

As the Red Bulls return to Minnesota 
from another deployment, they know 
they can count on their entire Min-
nesota congressional delegation to 
have their back. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
critical legislation. 

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to another 
member of the Minnesota delegation, 
Mr. PAULSEN. 

Mr. PAULSEN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

I also rise in strong support of H.R. 
4045. 

Madam Speaker, the promises that 
we make to our young men and women 
and those who serve and have volun-
teered to put our Nation’s uniform on 
should always, always be kept. And 
this important legislation does exactly 
that by assuring that nearly 50,000— 
tens of thousands servicemembers will 
receive the benefits that they, in fact, 
were promised. 

In October of last year, the Depart-
ment of Defense significantly changed 
the amount of earned time and leave 
time for our troops and began pro-
viding less time off for servicemembers 
after a long deployment. But in that 
process, they failed to take into ac-
count those reservists who were al-
ready deployed, including the 2,000 
members of the Minnesota National 
Guard. 
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Madam Speaker, if we don’t pass this 

legislation, members of the National 
Guard and the Reserve, including mem-
bers of Minnesota’s famed Red Bulls, 
will stand to lose approximately 27 
days of leave that they were promised. 
They’ve already earned that leave. 

Let’s do the right thing. This is sim-
ple. This is straightforward. We need to 
keep the promises out there for our 
service men and women. 

I want to applaud Chairman KLINE. I 
want to applaud all the members of the 
Minnesota delegation for working to-
gether on something so critical and im-
portant and for sending a bipartisan 
message that we will stand behind our 
promises to our troops and our men 
and women in uniform. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ). 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. I thank the 
gentlelady from Guam who, as always, 
is an absolute stalwart supporter of our 
military forces and has a long tradi-
tion, coming from Guam, in defense of 
this Nation. 

Also, a special thank you to Colonel 
KLINE, my colleague from Minnesota, 
for his unwavering support of our vet-
erans and for bringing this forward and 
trying to correct this injustice. 

You’ve heard it today, Madam Speak-
er, about a change in policy. And while 
a stroke of the pen at the Pentagon 
may not seem like that much, it im-
pacts our veterans and their families. 
These are folks that have deployed, in 
many cases, three times. For example, 
the Red Bulls from Minnesota: once for 
9 months, once for 22 months, and once 
for a year. 

We came up, as a Nation, to make 
the determination that these folks 
should have a little bit of time of leave 
when they come back, readjust with 
their families, see children they maybe 
have never celebrated a birthday with, 
and then try to go back and get into 
the job market. 

As a Nation, these are our best and 
brightest. These are our future leaders. 
We want them getting readjusted. We 
want them back into the job market. 
And by the Pentagon changing this 
midstream, it’s not so much the finan-
cial or the monetary insult; it’s the in-
sult to what these folks went through. 
When they went, they were promised a 
benefit. When they came back, we had 
cut it in half. 

We hear a lot about a 99 and a 1 per-
cent. There is a 99 and a 1 percent in 
this country—1 percent who are serv-
ing in uniform and have served over-
seas, 99 percent of us who have bene-
fited from that sacrifice. 

So I commend the delegation. I com-
mend this House. If there is an issue 
that binds this Nation together, it’s 
the absolute unwavering support of 
those who are willing to lay down their 
lives and sacrifice time with their fam-
ilies to serve each and every one of us. 
The least we can do is make sure that 
the benefits that were promised, that 

were guaranteed, are delivered upon. 
It’s the right thing to do. It’s the right 
thing for the country. It binds us to-
gether. 

And I want to thank all of the folks 
here who made this possible. I urge my 
colleagues to support this piece of leg-
islation. 

b 1930 

Ms. BORDALLO. I thank the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ), es-
pecially for his assistance with the Re-
serve Component Caucus. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. KLINE. I have no further re-
quests for time, and I’m going to close 
by thanking Members on both sides of 
the aisle. You’ve heard from members 
of the Minnesota delegation here to-
night, my good friends, the Democrats 
Mr. WALZ and Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
CRAVAACK, and Mr. PAULSEN. This leg-
islation affects members of the Guard 
and Reserve all over the country. 

I’m especially pleased that my friend 
and fellow committee member and fel-
low traveler, Ms. BORDALLO, was man-
aging the debate on the other side of 
the aisle. She and I have traveled to 
some fairly remote corners of Iraq and 
Afghanistan and places like that over 
the years, and I must say I’ve never 
been anywhere where our Nation was 
at conflict and where we had men and 
women serving in uniform that we 
didn’t come across somebody from the 
Guam National Guard. So I really want 
to thank her for her support on this 
legislation and the support of men and 
women in uniform everywhere. I know 
from the reaction I see from those sol-
diers that when they see Ms. 
BORDALLO, there is great affection and 
respect there—both ways. 

Again, I want to thank all who 
weighed in on this. It was clearly an in-
justice. It needed to be fixed, and this 
is one of those times when we’ve come 
together as Democrats and Republicans 
working together. We have Senators, 
Republicans and Democrats, in the 
Senate working the other body to move 
this through. Speed counts here. Every 
day that this is delayed, another sol-
dier loses the opportunity to take ad-
vantage of this paid leave. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
KLINE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4045, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 201(b) 
of the International Religious Freedom 
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431 note), as 
amended, and the order of the House of 
January 5, 2011, of the following mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Commission on International Religious 
Freedom for a term ending May 14, 
2014: 

Mr. Elliot Abrams, Virginia 

f 

MILITARY MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, today I rise to recog-
nize Military Mental Health Awareness 
Day, which is tomorrow, May 16, 2012. 
Our servicemembers have made tre-
mendous sacrifices for our country, and 
many face serious conditions, including 
the potential for anxiety, depression, 
anger; and a growing number of those 
experience post-traumatic stress in-
jury. For one reason or another, too 
many, tragically, result in suicide. Ac-
cording to the Army, during 2011, there 
were a total of 164 confirmed active 
duty suicides. For 2012, there have been 
61 potential active duty suicides—35 
confirmed and 26 still under investiga-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, these statistics are 
daunting. One servicemember taking 
his or her own life is too many. In Con-
gress, we have worked to increase ac-
cess and availability and also to re-
move the stigma associated with these 
conditions in hopes that more soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, and marines will be 
more easily diagnosed and seek the 
available resources and treatments. 

I want to thank everyone involved in 
Military Mental Health Awareness Day 
as we continue the important work of 
delivering care to these brave men and 
women who have served this country 
with honor and distinction. 

f 

BULLYING PREVENTION LAW 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, there’s nothing more precious 
than the Nation’s children. Of course, 
we love and respect our seniors, respect 
our families, and respect our men and 
women in the United States military. 
In fact, America has a great future. 
But all of us realize that that future is 
grounded not only on our democratic 
principles, but on what we do for our 
children. 

Bullying in the Nation’s schools is at 
epidemic proportions. Two weeks ago, 
in my community, one young person 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:39 May 16, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MY7.064 H15MYPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T23:49:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




